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Open Call ‘A Home away from Home’ - 18 January
- 29 June 2016
To respond better to the constantly fluctuating
demand for housing for asylum seekers, the COA
and Chief Government Architect Floris Alkemade
took the initiative to organize the open call ‘A Home
away from Home’. The participants were asked
to answer the question as to how the COA can
respond better to the constantly fluctuating
demand for housing for asylum seekers,
and at the same time provide them with
a suitable temporary home: A Home away from
Home. The entries also had to be suitable for
housing other groups.
On the 18th of January 2016 the Open Call was
launched. The participants in the competition were
explicitly asked to come up with innovative
solutions that go beyond the current types
of housing. According to Chief Government
Architect, Floris Alkemade, expertise in design
combined with new production technologies,
material applications and technical innovations
are key to achieving this.
The first round of the competition was closed on
the 14th of March the 14th of March. 366 teams
participated in the first round - the ideas competition. 78% of them were professionals, 22% were
students. Almost a third of these submissions
made a proposal to convert vacant buildings; the
remaining entries presented designs for
flexible housing units on available land. Of the
participating professionals, 64% were designers.
The majority (51%) were architects, but urban
planners, interior designers, product designers
and artists also participated. In many
cases, the designers were part of teams in which
other disciplines were also involved. Several
(former) refugees also participated in the
competition, who approached the task from their
own experiences. On the 29th of June, the six
winning
designs
in
the
competition
‘A Home away from Home’ were announced
by president of the jury Floris Alkemade and
Carolien
Schippers
(COA) in Het Nieuwe
Instituut in Rotterdam.

BACKGROUND

In a follow-up to the competition, a number
of prototypes will be shown during the Dutch
Design week in October. Carolien Schippers,
housing manager COA: "I strongly believe in the
persuasive force of prototypes you can actually
touch and experience the spatiality of. By contributing
to the manufacturing of these prototypes we, as
COA, want to help speed up the process towards the
practical
implementation
of
the
designs."
In these coming months the six winning teams
are going to be working on the development
of a full-scale prototype of their designs.
Jury chair and Chief Government Architect Floris
Alkemade is very pleased with the design power
that has been mobilised for this major
social issue and he is prepared to be engaged
in this next phase as well.
Initiative
A Home away from Home is an initiative from COA
Nederland in cooperation with Chief Government
Architect Floris Alkemade.

Jury
The competition entries were judged by:
ÐÐ Floris Alkemade – Government Architect
ÐÐ Carolien Schippers – Housing manager COA
ÐÐ Jos Wienen – president asylum committee of
the Council of Dutch Municipalities and
mayor of the city of Katwijk.
ÐÐ Shyam Khandekar – Urban planner/
architect in India and Europe, chief-editor of
MY LIVEABLE CITY
ÐÐ Ferdows Kazemi – former refugee, author,
columnist
ÐÐ Adri Duivesteijn – former member of the
senate and former member of parliament
Eerste en Tweede Kamerlid, municipal
executive in Den Haag and Almere and former
director of the Dutch Architecture Institut
ÐÐ Mick Eekhout – professor emeritus product
development Technical University Delft, owner
and general director of Octatube in Delft.
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On the 29th of June, the COA and the Chief
Government
Architect
have
launched
ahomeawayfromhome.nl. Aim of the website is to
present a wide range of possible solutions and
ideas for housing, which can also be interesting for
other groups and interested parties.
Pop-up expo and magazine A Home away from
Home
During the final event on the 29th of Juny, the
pop-up expo A Home away from Home is
launched in Het Nieuwe Instituut. With this
pop-up expo, the competition organisers want to
showcase the wide variety of solutions the
competition has brought forth. The pop-up expo will
call at several places. Also, a magazine featuring
the winning submissions and background articles
was published for the occasion of the competition.

The jury: Mick Eekhout - Jos Wienen - Ferdows Kazemi - Carolien Schippers Floris Alkemade - Jos Wienen - Shyam Khandekar

BACKGROUND

Contact
For more information about A Home away
from Home, please visit the website:
ahomeawayfromhome.nl/en
Projectleader
Rutger Oolbekkink
T
+31 6 55 11 28 36
E
rutger.oolbekkink@inbo.com

The jury deliberations during the second round of the Open Call

ahomeawayfromhome.nl
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WINNER

SolarCabin - Roof under the sun
Motto: One refugee home provides the extra energy for
one Dutch family home.
The SolarCabin is a ‘roof under the sun’, a place
to feel at home. SolarCabin combines a solar
panel field with a modular home, thereby
creating a cost-effective form of temporary housing, which can be well received within the community. Investing in refugee housing is an investment in
renewable energy. Citizens, cooperatives and
companies can therefore be actively involved in
the reception of asylum seekers and the housing problems of status holders. The houses are
suitable for different groups such as students,
first-time buyers or as holiday homes.
SolarCabin is a combination product: sunroof,
interior/installation furniture and parts for
the timber frame construction can be used for
other purposes independently of each other. The
SolarCabin is a flexible product: as a total building kit it can be transported to the location without

transport assistance and can be set up quickly.
SolarCabin is available in various options and
types, meaning that it is suitable for diverse
groups of residents. The yield loss from not facing
south is limited: SolarCabins can be constructed in many different urban configurations, which
promotes social interaction between residents.

Project team:
Arjan de Nooijer - dNArchitectuur
Bram Zondag - Bureau Zondag Architectuur
Arie Barth - Barth Installatietechniek BV
Ewout Barth - Aldonk Plaatwerkindustrie BV
Harald Freericks, Marijn van de Werken - KS
Profiel BV
Eric van Drimmelen - Houtgroep van Drimmelen BV
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WINNER

RE-Settle
Motto: Everyone has their own place.
The basic idea behind Re-Settle is to create a
village environment using a minimum amount
of resources in which asylum seekers can live
individually and feel safe. The units consist of
detached, semi-detached and terrace units
that can be connected as needed. Experience
has shown that asylum seekers think that the
biggest problem with their housing is the lack of
privacy. The units are a kind of individual hotel room,
complete with a mezzanine with bed, wardrobe,
table and chairs, a toilet, a sink and a shower.
They are manufactured from a rectangular block of
expanded polystyrene (4.8 x 2.4 x 1 m). Rings are
ingeniously cut out of this block - in just 2 hours
- that can be stacked together to form a unit. A
canvas is pulled over the unit to give it more stability and make the whole thing waterproof. EPS is produced using minimal raw materials (4%) and 96%

air. It is a mono-material, which is 100% recyclable.
Due to the quick assembly and disassembly time
and the recycling possibilities, this way of living
is extremely suitable to be used as emergency
shelter. This kind of housing is not only cheap; it
is also to efficient to transport since the elements
can be nestled into each other. The unit, both
the cardboard interior and the EPS structure, is
supplied as one D.I.Y. package.

Project team:
René van Zuuk - René van Zuuk Architekten BV
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WINNER

The Gap - ComfortCity
Motto: Transition phase in which people are separated
from their former context, but at the same time are not
yet anchored in their new structure.
ComfortCity uses digital production techniques
to provide diversity, quality of life and a humane
standard of living. The multilayer ComfortCity is
realized using a flexible modular system of removable elements in empty halls. This building
system acts as a framework for the various forms
of living and working, which helps to promote daily activities and integration. The houses create a
city-in-city effect thanks to their multilayer composition, and are arranged around a compact hub
of facilities; a ComfortCabinTM. The houses are
placed on a grid, as is the support structure of the
removable steel frames. They are put into position
by professionals, after which the residents can be
involved with the design. Due to the portable wall
and floor components, the houses can be adapted
to suit the cultural background and composition
of the group. All building components and
integrated connections can be produced from
sheet materials using a computer-controlled

(CNC) milling machine, and can be transported or
stored in a compacted manner. The local architecture of the residents can be incorporated into the
milled panels in an abstract way. The panels also
offer privacy and improve the hall acoustics. The
milled parts can be used as furniture. By implementing cultural aspects of the country of origin
in the plans and detailing, anchoring the reception
centre in urban tissue and creating a layout that
encourages natural contact between asylum seekers and the native population, these homes offer
much more than just a temporary shelter.”

Project team:
Anneloes de Koff – student TU Delft
Pieter Stoutjesdijk – TheNewMakers
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WINNER

Evolutionary Wooden Houses
Motto: Survival of the fittest buildings!
Wouldn’t it be great if buildings no longer stood
empty because they are in the wrong location or
simply no longer meet the requirements? We used
this idea as a starting point for dealing with the
issue of housing for refugees and status holders.
The Finch Building B.V. modules are made of
durable, solid wood, and are flexible and portable.
They are plug and play modules: the evolutionary wooden houses can easily be connected or
disconnected both vertically and horizontally - up
to five storeys high and without the need for additional structures to help with the construction.
Moreover, the modules can be transported by lorry
to any destination.
The current production capacity is 10 modules per
week, which can easily be expanded. The building
system is 95% circular, meaning that the materials can be re- or upcycled. It also has a residual
value. The modules are all-electric and can be used
for a minimum of 50 years. Technically speaking,

the module could be completely off grid. The
flexible modules are based on a principle of
evolution, whereby the building can adapt to
changing circumstances. This will prevent
unnecessary demolition.
In addition to refugees and status holders, the
modules are also suitable for office space and
other groups such as students,
first-time
buyers or the elderly. Working with a mix
of functions and groups right from the very
start promotes integration.

Project team:
Jurrian Knijtijzer - Finch Building B.V.
Pauline van der Valk - Finch Building B.V.
Despo Panayidou - Finch Building B.V.
Sam van der Heijde- Finch Building B.V.
Adam Duivenvoorden - De Groot Vroomshoop
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WINNER

New neighbours, new yards, new harvests
Motto: To make virtue of a necessity by connecting
housing for refugees to current local issues in rural
areas.
The refugee crisis is a complex socio-cultural and
logistical issue. It requires a level of sensitivity for the ability of asylum seekers and the local
population to socially adapt. As project team
- made up of designers, developers, builders,
financiers and a cultural heritage organisation we make virtue of a necessity by connecting the
crisis shelter to current issues in rural areas:
decline, vacant heritage-listed buildings, lack of
affordable housing, and social relationships and
facilities under pressure.
The versatile concept offers a people, place and
forward-looking perspective for creating a "new
home" for refugees and status holders, but also
for first-time buyers, students, people living alone,
the self-employed and the elderly. Places where
they can live, work, and develop their talents,
passions and initiatives. Temporary, pioneering
and sustainable innovations are drivers for social,
societal and spatial qualities and encourage a D.I.Y.
economy, in which residents (old and new
neighbours),
governments,
entrepreneurs,
investors, educational institutions, interest
groups, land and property owners can participate.
The concept was inspired by two abandoned farms

located on Hoofdweg in Bellingwolde. Whether
and where the idea will actually come to fruition
depends on further consultations between the
initiators, the COA and the municipalities. The
concept could be implemented in many farms
in East Groningen, but also in other parts of the
country that have lost their agricultural purpose
and are yet to find a new one. There is space, both
mentally and physically, and there are opportunities to create sustainable win-win solutions for the
local community and refugees through dialogue!
Project team:
Haiko Meijer - Onix NL
Dennis Moet – Gidz
Marco Glastra - Stichting Groninger Landschap
Hugo Dokter - Stichting Groninger Landschap
Peter de Kan – Dékan
Mathijs Dijkstra - MD landschapsarchitecten
Nanne Bouma - MD landschapsarchitecten
Robert Kuiper – Rizoem
Jos Roewen - Friso bouwgroep
Allart Vogelzang - Onix NL
Henri van Hoeve - Onix NL
Seline Wijker - Onix NL
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WINNER

HOTEL - Nice to meet you!
Motto: capacity on demand and driving force for social
housing
In order to flexibly respond to the volatile demand
for asylum seeker housing we have opted for a
hybrid building that combines an AZC programme
with a hotel.
This means that we can invest in a high-quality
building, because a decline in the demand for
places for asylum seekers will be offset by hotel
guests. An additional advantage is that the joint
programme offers opportunities for spontaneous
social interaction.
Refugees and status holders can work at the hotel.
Volunteers, coaches and teachers can also stay at
the hotel. Lobby and workstations provide meeting
spaces. The refugees are given the opportunity to
show their culture.
Rental of (social) family housing is also in the
pipeline for the longer term. In this way, the
asylum seekers’ centre/hotel is a driving force for

social housing. The asylum seekers’ centre/
hotel offers a joint programme with a cafeteria,
restaurant, lobby, gym/spa, and work lounge where
people can meet and get together to work and learn.
The asylum seekers’ centre/hotel is located in a
vacant government building that has been
earmarked for renovation.

Project team:
Rik Tuithof – Studio Rik Tuithof
Stephan Verkuijlen – Stephan Verkuijlen
architecten
Micha de Haas – architectenbureau Micha de
Haas
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HONOURABLE MENTION

CLiv
Motto: Exclusive living in a changing society
The Netherlands is not full, its empty, stated the
Chief Government Architect, Floris Alkemade. And
it seems that, in the short term, this isn’t about
to change. The property sector has admittedly
undergone a significant change in recent years,
but it has still missed the opportunities that
empty buildings and spaces offer due to high (sub)
investment, long payback periods and residential
protection.

meaning that the building retains its value, and
is also a source of activity and innovation in the
meantime. The CLiv housing concept also addresses the need for fast and good housing for asylum
seekers and status holders. It facilitates the creation of small-scale reception centres for refugees
in offices, schools and halls, and it offers space for
pleasant living communities that may be the start
of focussed integration in our society.

CLiv offers a living concept solution for vacant
buildings. It is a moveable housing product with
multiple clusters of six to twelve luxury compact
private residential units with spacious common
living areas. CLiv is aimed at communities. More
and more people want to live ‘differently’; out of
idealism, out of necessity or simply because they
prefer to spend their money on other things.

Project team:
Martin Huiskes - architect BNA, lksvdd architecten
Rene Evers - IM-RO Procesmanagement Stedenbouw Landschap BV
Niek Nijenhuis - Nijenhuis Bouwconsulting

The CLiv requires minimum investment in and for
a building and it is all about maximum flexibility.
The communities can rapidly expand or relocate,

Eltjo Leinenga - Nijeboer-Hage technisch adviseurs
Guus van Oudheusden - Rc-panels
Marjolein van der Zee - Tekst & advies
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HONOURABLE MENTION

The DomusSuitcase
Motto: Pop-Up, Plug & Live
The DomusSuitcase easily transforms inflexible real estate into flexible property for living a
mobile and flexible lifestyle in an increasingly
dynamic world. The DomusSuitcase is an
all-in-one solution that renders the renovation of
vacant buildings superfluous and makes empty
spaces without facilities habitable in a very short
time. The DomusSuitcase is literally rolled into
and set up in the building. Within just a few hours
you have a cutting-edge kitchen facility, a bathroom and air conditioning system suitable for 1-4
people. The DomusSuitcase is robust and elegant,
and can be set up with various features and in various
materials. This ensures that the DomusSuitcase
can easily be adapted to the identity of the user
and can offer a home to many different groups.

The DomusSuitcase uses minimal raw materials,
is recyclable and prevents the premature demolition of many buildings. The DomusSuitcase can be
used practically everywhere. It also facilitates
spatial and social integration since it is easily
scalable, and can be integrated in towns, villages
and rural areas all over the world.
The development of the DomusSuitcase meets
the demand for sustainable, innovative and
affordable products that are produced under
good working conditions. The DomusSuitcase
anticipates desired social and individual needs.
Project team:
Wardo Tieman - Projektburo Tieman B.V.
Remco Reuvers
Arjon Tieman
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HONOURABLE MENTION

MobaCO-AMotto: Unfold and build: the home in your hands.
MobaCO-A is a social sustainability concept that
creates a ‘home’ with its own living identity and
privacy for the user, and puts the user’s needs
first. It is a plan with an organisational and innovative quality, using technology strategically. The
housing modules can be connected to each other,
meaning that many different usage scenarios are
possible. Common areas are created that reflect
the identity of the village and its experience.
Depending on the situation a choice can be made
between individual and group homes on an open
site, between buildings, on a flat roof or in an
existing building.
The biobased and circular economy influences
the way we think about building components and
materials. The user(s) receive a compact D.I.Y
package of components and add-ons with instructions for assembling an individual housing unit
or a group unit. The strength of the design lies in
the handy biocomposite modular building system
that can easily be installed and assembled by just
two people and only a few tools. The living module

consists of extendable or expandable construction
elements, a waterproof sheet, floor and roof elements (exterior), 7 cupboard elements (interior),
along with a kitchen, bathroom and installation
unit (plug and play). Individuals can put their mark
on the units by arranging the cupboards in various
different ways and making the facades from local
materials and resources.

Project team:
Pantheon Performance Foundation
Jack van der Palen - archiview
Isabel Friederichs - archiview
Michiel Haas - NIBE
Boudewijn Piscaer - SUSTCON
Gerard Hol - Vitruvius Building Solutions
Pim Peters - IMd raadgevende ingenieurs
Olga van der Velde - IMd raadgevende ingenieurs
Emma Ringelding strips en illustraties
Willem Böttger - Centre of Expertise Biobased
Economy
Rick Sieling - E&E advies
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The Steigerhuis (House of Scaffolding)
Motto: Easy up, easy down
Although scaffolding is primarily seen as an
industrial system, a closer look reveals that it also
has enormous potential to be used in temporary
and modular housing solutions. It is a system
that can be assembled and then disassembled
extremely quickly. It is suitable for D.I.Y.
projects and, once it is up it, can be extended and
improvements can be added.
Made up of these simple, prefabricated elements,
the Steigerhuis (House of Scaffolding) offers
architectural innovation and provides a unique
alternative
to
the
typologies
that
are
currently available for asylum seeker housing. Due
to the simple construction technique, refugees can
easily create their own home and then adapt it to
meet their own needs and wishes.

Project team:
Tahj Rosmarin- Exchange student TU Delft, University of Melbourne
Bas Gremmen and Jos Lafeber - TU Delft
Doron Rosmarin - Parvenu Architectural
Ad van Meer - Layher Scaffolding
Mischa Andjelic - IMd Ingenieurs
Niek Brand - myCUBY
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PLUG & PLAY
Motto: Plug and play!
Transforming vacant office buildings offers a
range of opportunities for both future residents,
neighbours and the owner of the property.
Plug&Play is committed to optimal value creation
by establishing a flexible and safe living environment and by developing a lively and interactive
plinth as an exchange between the building and
its surroundings.
The development of PLUG & PLAY houses starts
at the facade of the existing building, and
can be expanded inwards as desired. In the
central area this results in a varied and
lively ‘street’ that can change over time. The
flexible layout of the housing units, which are
also interchangeable, is able to accommodate a
variety of family and group compositions.
The staggered facades with the elevated terraces

and combination of living, relaxing and meeting
make the inner street a pleasant residential area
where residents can come together.
It is important to create a feeling of safety and a
‘home’ inside the building. An essential aspect for
achieving this is allowing residents to take control
over the living space. Residents can arrange their
homes in any way they want using the modular furniture elements. This gives the residents a means
to regain control and structure during the creation
of their new living situation.
Project team:
Karin Uittenbogaart - Studio KA architecten
Ebami Tom - Made In 4 Havens
Pascal Tetteroo - Syngenieuring bouwkundig adviesbureau
Bas Bulten - Punt Nul Procesmanagement
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Stretcher Modules
Motto: A house in two minutes.
In addition to regular asylum centres, COA
will also continue to use emergency shelters temporary locations that provide shelter for asylum
seekers for a few months. This form of reception
continues to be very important due to the
unpredictable fluctuation in the flow of refugees.
STRETCHER MODULES can and wants to provide a
solution for these emergency shelters.
The STRETCHER MODULES are based on the
technique of sealing cardboard in a circular
honeycomb structure. Built-up elements can be
extended by up to 160 times their own length.
Further development of this, in components such
as walls, beds, sofas and tables, results in an
effective and flexible package to initially
provide temporary homes for emergency shelters.
Suitable accommodation can be quickly realised
based on the individuals who need it.

For long-term use, the modules can be upgraded
with additional elements such as a window frame
or shower.
The STRETCHER MODULES can be used at various
types of existing locations, such as a sports hall,
empty offices and shops, but also a greenhouse,
for example. As such, the STRETHCER MODULES
are not only a very flexible and simple system for
emergency shelter, but simultaneously also manage to create a temporary ‘home’.

Project team:
Robin Beusink - Studio|Durf!
Michiel van der Veen
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Kick-Off 18 January 2016

PICTURES

(Valerie Kuypers Photography)
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Technical commission and jury deliberations during the first round of the Open Call

A HOME AWAY FROM HOME		
Kick-off of the second round of the Open Call - 22 April 2016
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Jury deliberations during the second round of the Open Call
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PICTURES

Closing event in Het Nieuwe Insituut (Rotterdam) - 29 June 2016
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PICTURES

Winners and honourable mentions of the Open Call ‘A Home away from Home’

(Valerie Kuypers Photography)
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